intensions of Change: Trends and Issues
\BLE 2-7   Children by Age: 1970 and 1980" (Numbers in lousands)
23
;e of Child	1970		1980	Change from 1970 to 1980		
	Number	Percent	Number	Percent	Number	Percent
tal U.S. population I children under 18	204,401 65,755	100.0 32.2	227,020 58,107	100.0 25.6	22,619 -7,648	-20.5
y^ears I children 6-17 years I children under	46,149 19,606	22.6 9.6	40,688 17,418	17.9 7.7	-5,461 -2,188	-20.8 -19.8
3 years 1 children under 3 years	8,389"	3.9	8,839	3.9	450''	0.0
excludes children under 18 years old who were maintaining their own families or subfam-
:s or who were living in institutions or with family members other than parents or
pparents.
)ata are from 1975, the first available year data were collected specifying children under
'ears old.
"hange from 1975 to 1980; percent of population under 3 years old in 1975 is based on
otal U.S. population in 1975 of 212,748,000.
URGE: Special Labor Force Reports (1981).
This trend toward smaller families is also associated with changing itterns of labor force participation among women. Whether families e headed by men or women, and whether they are white or black, e average number of children in families is smaller if the mother is in e labor force than if she is not. The number of children ever born to omen who are employed or seeking employment outside the home is wer for both whites and blacks in all childbearing age groups (20 to I- years) (Bureau of the Census, 1980b). Therefore, although causal lationships have not been clearly established, changing patterns of bor force participation and family structure would seem to be linked.
RANGES IN FAMILY INCOME
he social and economic environment in which children are reared is e most important predictor of their overall well-being. Almost all Bailable data support the conclusion that children's health, education, ter employment, and earnings depend to a great extent on the eco-)mic status of their families (Calhoun et al., 1980; National Research ouncil, 1976). Children's economic situations usually reflect their fam-s old cannot be computed separately.
